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5.1 HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
 
Introduction 
 
Coos Bay is rich in history.   However, as is often true of a modern and growing society, 
this historical tradition is often overlooked in our efforts to “modernize”.   Now, however, 
it is being found increasingly necessary to recognize our historical resources so that we 
may have a better understanding of our past.   It is the intent of this plan to inventory, 
assess, and where appropriate, protect those sites, structures, or areas within the City of 
Coos Bay which have local, state, or national historical or archaeological significance.   
Before these sites are discussed, however, brief summary of the history of Coos Bay 
may be in order.   A listing of these important historical occurrences effecting the 
development of the Coos Bay area is in Table 5.1-1 and Map 5.1-1. 
 
Area History 
 
   ?    -  1850: 
 
The land at the southern end of the sand dune area of the southwestern Oregon coast 
was inhabited by the Coos Indians.   The Coos are separated by two groups 
distinguished by the different languages spoken by them.   The Hanis lived on the upper 
part of the bay and the Miluk on the lower bay and on the coast south to the lower 
reaches of the Coquille River.   Typical of the other coastal Indians, the Coos lived in 
plank houses, traveled the ocean and waterways in dugout canoes, and exploited the 
rich resources of the sea for sustenance, clothing and shelter.   Salmon was a primary 
foodstuff, supplemented by fish, shellfish, mollusks, and sea mammals,   Hunting the 
abundant waterfowl, deer, elk, and bear, and gathering roots and berries provided a 
varied diet.   These resources also provided materials for clothing.   The inner bark of the 
cedar, hazel, and maple tree was used as fiber, tanned leather as fabric, and bear-
grass, dentalia shells, pine seeds, and pendants of abalone shell for adornment. 
 
It was reported by anthropologist, James Mooeny. That perhaps as many as 2,000 
Indians lived around Coos Bay in 1790.   This figure was supported by a Coos Indian, 
Lottie Evanoff, who reported a similar number when recounting stories of her people in 
1931.   (Beckham 1977:58)   At that time, she recalled some forty villages of the Hanis 
and Miluk with such names as Yah-ai-hkin-ho-tsch, Mo-hok-win, and Ko-lok-hitch.   
(Beckham 1977:58) 
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TABLE 5.1-1 
 

CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF IMPORTANT HISTORICAL DATES 
 

1852  The Captain Lincoln wrecks on North Spit 
 
1853 Coos Bay Commercial Company establishes settlement at Empire and 

designated County seat, gold discovered at Whiskey Run. 
 
1855 Major coal mining and exporting begins. 
 
1856 Henry Heaton Luce and Asa Simpson open first major lumber mills. 
 
1867 John Perschbaker opens mills in Marshfield 
 
1872 Coos Bay Wagon Road opened. 
 
1874 Marshfield becomes county’s first incorporated city. 
 
1878 Marshfield Academy established. 
 
1893 Railroad between Coquille and Coos Bay established. 
 
1896 County seat moved to Coquille. 
 
1916 Relay between Eugene and Coos Bay opened. 
 
1930 Oregon Coast highway opens. 
 
1936 McCullough Bridge finished. 
 
1937 Institute of Marine Biology established. 
 
1944 Election to consolidate Marshfield, North Bend, and Empire fails. 
 
1944 Marshfield becomes Coos Bay. 
 
1966 Coos Bay and Empire merge. 
 
1983 Coos Bay and Eastside merge. 
 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































