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Cƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƻƻǎ .ŀȅΩǎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ wŜƴŜǿŀƭ Districts 
 
The City of Coos Bay established the Downtown Urban Renewal District in 1988 and the Empire Urban 
Renewal District in 1995. The Urban Renewal Agency is comprised of the City Council; and through annual 
goal setting and the budget process, it is determined what projects will be funded.  Urban renewal funds 
benefit Coos Bay through the projects and programs that play a major role in revitalizing and curing blight 
within the Urban Renewal areas.   
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Downtown Urban Renewal District 
 
The Downtown Urban Renewal District consists of 1,298.3 acres.  The district (as shown below) begins at 
the north city limits, and it runs between the navigation channel and Highway 101 south and southeast 
toward the City's core area. The district's boundaries proceed south until they come nearly in line with 
the industrial property located in Eastside.  The eastern boundary then turns east to include the industrial-
commercial lands in the Eastside area.  The westerly boundary proceeds west to include the downtown 
core area which was a part of the first Urban Renewal Plan, and it includes several blocks of transportation 
corridor immediately west of the core area.  The eastern and western urban renewal area boundaries 
begin to come together in the southern portion of the City, and it extend to the south city limits along 
Coalbank Slough.  
 
The Urban Renewal Plan classifies potential urban renewal projects in three general, broad categories: 
Waterfront Development, Core Area Revitalization (Downtown), and Streets and Infrastructure.  The 
objective of the proposed projects is to encourage public/private investment, eliminate existing blight, 
and respond to the business needs of the community.  The Urban Renewal Agency began formulating a 
revised Downtown Urban Renewal Plan during the 15/16 FY.  The Plan update was completed in October 
of 2017. Since this annual report covers through June 30, 2017, that update will be more fully described 
in the 17/18 FY Annual Report.  
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Empire Urban Renewal District 
 

The Empire Urban Renewal District consists of 271.3 acres.  The district (as shown below) borders the 
Empire Bayfront parcels adjacent to Empire Blvd from Wisconsin Avenue north to the shoreline.  At the 
intersection of Empire Blvd and Newmark Avenue, east on either side of Newmark Avenue to the 
intersection with Ocean Blvd, east to the property line between Norman Avenue and LaClair Street.   
 
The objectives of the Plan are to improve the function, condition, and appearance of the urban renewal 
area and eliminate existing blight.  Project categories for the Empire Plan are:  Waterfront Development, 
Empire Blvd and Bayfront Improvements, and Improve Primary Commercial Area.  The Urban Renewal 
Agency are planning to complete a revised Empire District Urban Renewal Plan during the 17/18 FY. 
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Prominent Downtown District Projects Made During Fiscal Year 16/17 
  
Coos Bay Downtown Association 
 
The Coos Bay Downtown Association (CBDA) is an 
independent, non-profit organization promoting 
the development of downtown Coos Bay. The 
Agency contracts with CBDA to implement the 
Main Street approach and the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation programs in an effort to 
improve and revitalize downtown Coos Bay.  
 
CBDA organizes and successfully operates the 
5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘ, the Blackberry Arts 
Festival, Fun Festival, Shop Small Saturday, Trunk-
or-Treat Halloween event/promotion, the Holly 
Jolly Christmas Season kickoff event, and the 
Music on the Corner events.     

 
Tug Irene Restoration Project  
 
¢ƘŜ ǘǳƎ άLǊŜƴŜέ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мффлΩǎ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ /ǳǊǘƛǎ {ŀǳŎŜ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ aŀǊƎƛŜ 
{ŀǳŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ LǊŜƴŜ ǿŀǎ /ǳǊǘƛǎ {ŀǳǎŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǳƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ мфоуΦ  Since 2005, it has been 
prominently displayed on Highway 101 in downtown Coos Bay across from the Holiday Inn Best Western 
Motel.   
 
Unfortunately, the Irene began showing her age; and she had become blighted.  In an effort to restore 
her, the Agency partnered with the Coos Bay Boat Building Center; and the with the help of one of their 
members, a shipwright, they made her structurally safe and looking good once again.   
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Steve Prefontaine Mural 
 
During the 2016-2017 budget year planning, design 
efforts were undertaken to create a mural depicting 
and honoring Steve Prefontaine.  Selection of the 
mural design was made by Linda Prefontaine and the 
Prefontaine Foundation, along with input from the 
Agency.    
 
Steve Prefontaine started his running career at 
Marshfield High School in Coos Bay before going on to 
win seven NCAA championships, and he set numerous 
records at the University of Oregon. He placed fourth 
in the 5,000-meter run at the 1972 Olympics in Munich. At the time of his death in May 1975 at age 24, 
Prefontaine held every American outdoor track record between 2,000 and 10,000 meters. 
 
The mural project was completed in September 2017, and it is pictured below.  

 
 
 

Preway Before the Mural 



Coos Bay Urban Renewal Agency Annual Report 
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2017 
 

 6 

 

Streetscape Project  

 
The Urban Renewal Agency (URA), staff, and consultants (Greenworks) completed the design and 
necessary engineering  for the new City entrance(s) phase of a streetscape plan along Highway 101.     The 
plans include adding  landscaping, signs, and other visually attractive elements at the north and south City 
entrances along Highway 101.  Actually, construction began during the FYE2018 budget year; and it should 
be completed in March 2018.   
 

  
 

Coos Art Museum Roof Replacement 
 
The former Coos Bay Post Office was purchased by the Coos Bay Urban Renewal Agency in 1983, and it 
has been the home of the Coos Art Museum (CAM) since its purchase.  The CAM is a vital part of Coos 
.ŀȅΩs downtown area.  
 
During the FYE2017 
budget year, URA funds 
were used to replace 
the entire roof on this 
historic structure.  
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Empire District Projects 
 

The Dolphin Theater 
 
The Urban Renewal Agency and staff 
worked with the Dolphin Players on a façade 
project for the Dolphin Theater (formerly 
the home of the Sunset Theatre) with an 
estimated cost of $130,000.  The project 
included stucco repair, painting, removing 
the old canopy, replacing windows, and the 
most visible improvement being a new 
marquee. The Players funded about $19,900 
of the total cost ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ¦w!Ωǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ came 
it just over $111,000.  The planning of the 
project began in the FYE2016 budget year, 
but it was completed in the FYE2017 budget 
year.  

 
 

How it Looked Before the Project 

How it Looked After the Project was Completed 


