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Members Present: 

Members Absent: 
Staff Present: 
Guests Present: 
Location: 

CITY OF COOS BAY 
PARKS COMMISSION MINUTES OF 

August 20, 2015 

Chair, Christine Coles; Ariann Lyons, Carmen Matthews, 
Bev Meyers, Bill Otton. 
Thomas Leahy, Ralph Mohr and Patty Scott. 
Randy Dixon, Operations Administrator, and Pam Patton 
Chris Beebe - Making Coos Bay cyclist friendly 
City Hall Conference Room 
Coos Bay City Hall- 500 Central Avenue 

CALL TO ORDER I ROLL CALL I APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Chair Christine Coles called the meeting to order at !2:00pm and ... .,.__v,...-... ~ ... 
the minutes of July 16th. 

Motioned: 
Seconded: 
Vote: 

Carmen Matthews motion to approve 
Bill Otton 
Aye, Unanimous. Minutes approved as 

NEW BUSINESS-

Bicycle Transportation Plan- ;:i!iil_:_:::::j::~~:~:;;::j:::::: 
C1u·istine announced that she just retq,t:;Q;"?d :fi;gm att~~4~),1g the Tourism Conference, 
"Rural Tourism Initiative" and founq:J{Wery 1hkresting :~~d inspiring. She would like to push 
making Coos Bay a bicycle-friendly 'M@nunitY~::{Shx<-Pl~#tioned years ago, Cycle Oregon had 
an event they held in Bandon b~~~\1):>~ w~:;~icln't offer:::~ffienities for cyclists to encourage them to 
visit our community. From th~~¥8'iiftt::Glrri~Hn~has been seeking ways to get us on the map as a 
bicycle-friendly community~:i::'Q}1ristine:~:~ro_trodti9.~d our guest, Chris Beebe and asked him to 
present his ideas on he~n~ng m8:f(~::Goos B8:y:a bicycle-friendly community. 

Chris brought many)cl~[tJ~&:.~y~~~$iiJ?.J:l~:~~&t these were the main topics of discussion: 1) Bike 
Lanes U!S$\ that thatlWgoing ifi\!J:);roU:g~H~e Empire Blvd Enhancement Project. 2) Channeling 
cyclists::Mro~ng_from tli@:~orth ail~from<:t~x-:~outh to and from both communities, drawing them 
from Higl\)yay::i:P}:,~nd cr'e~_tinK:d~f commullities as a destination. 3) Align with ODOT priorities 
regarding t~~:high~~'Y+:M Map!4frectional signage approach. 5) The need for racks and lockers. 
Lockers are :t~h:h<:>.Q:~~:tli~]~:~ntir~:;:~ike and gear to free the cyclist to walk around and visit our 
downtown areM:iwb' appeano thos~-that are the touring cyclist, the ability to offer warm showers 
is a greatly need~ti:~menity. 

Randy emphasiz~-d·:~he need for a cyclist transportation plan to be in place. The City has had the 
Newmark Traffic Study Plan completed around 2011 but it has never been implemented. 
Newmark already has bike lanes on both sides. A main challenge to any plan is to have a "to and 
from" plan. A plan showing both a "how to get you there" and "how to get you back" plan. 
Bring an educational element to the community i.e. kiosk station having water available and 
maybe offering "air" for pumping up tires and a place where information could bring awareness 
to the general public. 
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When a dedicated bike lane is not feasible, the use of "sharrows" that gives direction to the 
cyclist, as well as, the motorist, alerting them that they are sharing the roadways is becoming a 
widely used method. Randy thought a shelter with a roof similar to that of a fish-cleaning station 
might be the type used at the Visitor's Information Center. He thought an estimate of $10,000 
per shelter. 

During the course of discussion, it was suggested that finding incentives for businesses to 
become bicycle friendly by offering bike racks and water at their establishments, which could 
generate much needed foot traffic in the downtown corridor. Carmen mentioned the website, 
"Travel Oregon" that gives tips on being bicycle friendly and appealing to the touring cyclist. 

It was recommended to appoint Christine, Carmen and Chris Beebe tp a committee to look into 
ideas and ways to implement the many components to move us forwaftl)g establishing a cyclist­
friendly community. They will seek others out in the community to compWt~the committee. 

'·'",',\ 

~;;;;; ~ ::: :;:: "" , < '' ' ' ' ··, 
Choshi Garden Vandalism - :;:;:? · ·.·.· > . 

Bev stated that she had her hands full with the rocks disturbed andremJt~ct alto~~~h~.r,damming 
the water flow and the bamboo being broken and that she .Wtis .~xtt6w~ly #4$ti~ated and 
disheartened with the constant disturbance that is requiring a lQt of eitf«work::th~(fg quite labor 
intensive. Randy met with Lisa, City Code Enforcement, whp Wfitw$rtitor the cifil.era. She went 
out to locate where the camera should be placed. It is a'¢~1per~j.hat oper~tes 24/7 by motion 
detection. The vandal(s) must be caught in the act {()r it to h~ enfoite(:l.bJ~;j:We need to help our 
police department as we are all under staffed and. the c1illi~t!2\.dt(:qe that !e.-enforcement. 

Ariann inquired about retuming to the previqy~~2:Hga~~x ~l6:f6:~j#g; the park at lOpm. Ariann 
motioned to revisit hours of operation for all ~tlie parks e:kqluding''flie boat ramps and boardwalk. 
Carmen seconded. During discussion, ~dy a$~~d that ttt~ motion be retracted as he needed to 
visit all parks and hours of operation ah4:·~dentifY'spy<;~al.~Wnts that may have an exception. 

',?~",/ ·,'/ ',','/,~' <·.· ",','/ 

A lengthy discussion pursued r(,:!g~tc\b)g ;JB~ic safe~:•ti~Asient population and enforcement. 
:~>>>','~','•'>::>>>> '<<•'·'• 

Marshfield Pioneer CemeterY·~· •::;;;•:::: . · ::· : • ... 

Cricket Soules was rec;og:niz~d;!t9x her h;~~a w~It and persistence and relentless dedication to 
preserving the Pione~f.c6ffi:~t~ry·•~ct.r~c;Qt4s for generations to come. She was recognized by 
the MayQr's Apprec!~ftpn AW~t4..iit th:(Qify·'council meeting on July ih. 

~'· ,', ''<~:;>>. '<<//, 'c';',',', 

UNFI~f§llinb.:BUSI~~$S - ::~;·;.!::: <::!~~:j•:t·~: · 
The Board~l;l}l~··ciSmmitte~,··;l<t·~~f~ guide us to reach out into the community, needs to be in 
place. Recomw~11.~~H6!l[()f'~affi~.~; Christine Coles, Carmen Matthews, Ariann Lyons, Thomas 
Leahy and Briti~J:j:enten. , ·: ·· <: :: 

<i~it~i:>, 
COMMISSIONERS' CLOSING COMMENTS-

'->"· 

Carmen- He's all for us looking at making us a bicycle friendly community. 

Bev - Thank you for looking at getting a camera to prevent continued vandalism. She was 
excited that there is water back. 

Bill- He wanted to thank Bev publicly for her hard work and commitment. 

Christine announced that a few weeks back she and Randy were on the People at Noon program 
on KCBY updating the public on the Parks Master Plan and to re-enforce that our parks are no 
smoking and drinking allowed. All pets must be on a leash. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Parl<.s Commission, by 
consensus of the Parks Commission, Chair adjourned the meeting at 1:15pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Pamela Patton, 
Public Works and Development , )f~~~ -~J~--1. -- l --)I )G~c 
APPROVED BY THE PARKS COMMISSION ON THE/~ DAY OF - /:_' c) , 2015. 
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